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Referendum kwesten:

Kisim moa pawa long atonomi o

sk ) g0 long ol papol
hilomg Bogemvil bai
olzem: ol § lmk Kisim s
pawa long stonomi long ol
i gatnan, o ol | ik kisim

indipendens na  buruk
lusim Papua Niugini.
Atonomes Bowenvil
Oavman na  Nesenel
Gavman 1 bin wanbel
long  kwesten  hilong
referendum long wanpela
spesel  Join  supevaison
bodi  miting  long  Port
Muosbd, long 11-12 Okioba,
Prasm Minista Peter
O Nedll wantaim Presiden
John Momis 1 bin ok
olsem tupely bai  wok
strong  bong  inapim  of
astingiing bilong Bogenvil

Pis Aprimen.

kisim indipendens?

Askim bilomg referendum bai | olsem:

Askim: Yu wanbel long Bogenvil kisim:

i X Tnsaie fearme bzl

I O Bikpela pawa long atonomi

2 O Indipendens

Tok klia hilong proses em olsem;

1y igeta pipol map long vol, of 1 ken vot long

referendum

2y Mesenel gaviman wantam ABG bai bungim
tingting wantaim long risal bilong referendum
3} Nesenel Palamen bay mekim fmine] disisen

Tupela gavman @ bin
wanbel olsem, long proses
Bitun  long  referendum,
Mesenel  Govmoan  bai

miekim fiinel disisen ong
polimikol  stetus
long Bopenvil. Dhspela
proses i bihainim ol as

WHNEm

linghing | stap jnsail hong
Bogenvil Pis Agrimen no
Mesenel Konsitusen.
Bogenvil  Referendum
kKomisen b go pas long
wokim desmin bilong hiow

kwesten bai stap  bong
ballot pepa.

Taim ol ABG
Konstituensi Membu

wianiaim o gavian
dipatmen 1 gpobet vet bong
mekim komyunit awenes
bilong referendum, insuit
long dispela awenes, ol i
mas khiaim gut tingting
bilong ol vota. (ol lain inap
long votl bai ol 1 mas save
gul, moa stonommd 1
wanem? Mo indipendens i
]'I'I.ill ".".';I.'IIII..!I!T.,

Long Oktoba al

Konstuens memba 1 bin
holim ol rijenel woksop
long skelim ol wok 1 bin
kamap pinis. na  long
luksave  long
wok ol 1 omas mekim
vel.  Astingting  hilong
ol dispeln  woksop  em
bilong skelim sapos ol
komstituensi na ol wod |
*referendum redi” o no gat,
bipo long referendum vot i
kamap long Jun neks via.
Bihainim  palamen
disisen nambs 3, ol | bin
kamapim long septemba
2016 long Bogenvil Haus
long ol Represeatetiv,
olgeta konstituens: i mas
kolim ol vet “wepon-fri na
redi fomg referendum” hipo
long disemba 3st 2018,

Wangm



The Bougainville Bullelin Edition 13 - December 2018

What's Inside

Bougainville MBWS ... e
Bougainville Referendum Commission update ... .. [
Our voice, Our image, Our place Women, youth, COMMUAILY ......cocowniiinscniinnen -8
b 3 Essay Competition WInners ... ... 10
Editor’s Desk Story of the BoUgaINVIlS FIag .. ... 1
cleome to Edition 13 of the Bougainville b Ity
Bulletin!
As another vear comes o an end, it is only fitting My Story: The Carterets Islanders Tale ... L I |
we take time o stop and see how far we hove come,
and prepare the next sleps to tuke that will bring us
closer to our aspirtion Depariment update: Education and Health ... 16
1 l.us FW““}”-"T““’ helps i leaders whether Economic Development in Bougainville ... 18
political, admmistrative, community, youth or church
leaders to analyze our strengths as well as our varying Experience Bougainville ... ... e 18
challenges, it helps us 1o realize what our roles are as
indhvidunls and unites us to work together s e Back page

With the referendum question agreed to m the
special Jomt Supervisory Body meeting i October
this vear, we now have the responsibility 1o ensure
our people are well-informed on the two options of
Greater Autonomy and Independence, and alsa to
ensure that people clearly understand the process that
will take place after the referendum. More detatls of
or=going referendum prepamtions can be found on
Pages 6, 7.

We also have for yoo the latest repont from
the Bougainville Chiel Secretary on progressive We encourage stories from the public, povernment and community
developments made within the public service on Page organisations. To submit an article or leter for publication, please contacy us:
3, which provides information on the direction thas .
the Bougamville Administrution 1s taking to improve .
service delivery, combut corruption and reform the
public service machinery,

Cur “Bougainville Way: Essay  Competition” .
recerved a good number of entnies and would like 1o +
thank all those who participated. 'We have published
the winning entrics on Page 10

On behalf of the Bulletin Team, we would like 1o
wishi all our readers and the people of Bougainville a
viery Merry Christmas and a prosperows 20191
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to gain
A

resicdent Momis made

this  statermenl  as
he welcomed the new
Mational  Minister  for
Bougamyville Affors and
Cioilala MEP. Hon, Willam
Sumb, 10 the region on

his first official visit in
October.

President Momis
said he was determined
o comimee w0 grow the
relationship  between the
WO SOVCTTIMEHIS,

“A strong and equal
relotiomship will enable
the referemdum to have
credibility ns the process
uniolds m the  coming
months” Mommis said,

“The Ministry of
Bowgminville AfTairs is the
[ink between the A BG and

the National Government,
and  Minister Samb's
arrival on Bougainville
sherws PNG s commitment
to peace  building  on
Bougamville”  Momis
saul.

“The October JSB
TG was a suecess that
sgw  both  governments
agree o importand
relerendum 15515,
imcliding the referendim
question  people  will
vile  on:  independence
o grealer muononmy  [or

New Bougainville Affairs
Minister visits Region

“The collaboration between the ABG and the National Government continues
momentumn as both governments prepare for the referendum.”

Bougainmville™

He added that the
last  JSB  resohmions
pwved the way forwand
10 suceesafully
implementing the
Bougmnville Peace
Agreemem anid
administering the
referenduam.

This  wisnt s the
Mimster’s st vasat
t  Bougmmvalle Jiis
copacity as Minister for
Sponts and Bougmmville
AdTirs.

Momis: Sanap bungwantaim -
em impoten long referendum

hlong
gavman

putpeln fol bilong sell-
diterminesen

gat wok et

hilomg

I pipal
Bogevil i mas sanap
bungwantnim long taim

referendum
Dispeln boi helpim
long  painim

bihnin

long ol tokiok hilong

referendum i pinis.
Presiden Momis i

ok sapos moa long
0% bilong o pipel |

vot, dispela namba i gt
stromg o pawa Bilong

toktok wanmaim nesenel
avman

“Bihmin  long o
bilong referenduwm yumi
bilong

totok  wantaim  Mesenel
gaovman hipo long Nesel
gavman i ko long
risal bilong referendum”,
Momis i tok

“Kisim hikpela namba
bilong o wvor hilong
referendum | wanpela
rot wei | ken kisim
sapol bilong intenesenel
komvuniti, Dispela 1 ken
soim  tu long  Mesenel
EAVTTHLR, €m (inghing na
lnik bilong yumi ol pipel
long bihoinim nupela rog
hilong  lukautim  yumi
vel”, em | ok

“Na i no pasin tasol
bilong sanap  wantaim
i kisim luksave, no gat,
marapela bikpeln samting
t, em long pobet long
mekim  wok  bilong
Bogenvil Pis Agrimen”,
Momis | tok

MNa em 1 ok moa,

dispela  em  stretpela
pasin i kihainim lo hilong
Alonomies Bogenvil

Gavman  long  givim
Inksove long BPA, maski
M0 AL ITAP MOn | 0 TEs0sis,
na dispeln 1 mekim hat
long karim aut ol wok o
arenjmen  bilong toktok
long atonomi.

Long toktok  bilong
em, Presiden  Momis
i kimpim fu tingting
bilong ol kain grup o
feksens (fctions) husain
i stap ausait long ARG
na wok long kamapim
problem. Em i tok fong ol
1 s wok I:II.I:I!'I_I'_‘_ Winlaim
By T,

“Ol i mas |luksave
olsem, yumi sp long
winpela taim wei yumi
ken mekim histori bilong
yumi yel. Tasol ol dispela
lain i wok long gocgensim
wok hilong gavman na lo
bilong gavman”, Momis |
tok

“Hipo long  vor i
Inikim olgeta pipel bilong
Bogenvil  long  pubim

olgeta strong long wok
bungwantaim, tasol moa
yver olgeta | mas sanap
strong  wantgim,  Yuomi
mas pasim tingting long
wanem  samting  yumi
latkim long referendum
olsem b driman bilong
yumi i ken karim kaikai
long lukautim yumi yet”,
Momis o ok,

“Tasol 1 mas wk
klia |1'|||g yupela, birua i
mekim yumi i bruk bruk
em i no kam long ausait,
mogat, em | kam long
yumi yet.  Yumi mas
lukim olsem yumi yel
i no ken kamap nambo
wan birua bilong yumi
yet”, Momis | givim
dispeia tok [ukaut.

“Yumi no gal samimng
bilomg pret long en, Yumi
gar olgeta rai aninin long
konstitusen  long vl
long  self-diterminesen”,
Mamis i k.

ABG
committed to
law and order

resident Mamis

has reaffirmed
the EOVEIMMENT's
commitment 1o
maintaining  rule  of
law wunder the Peace
Agreement

“Keeping peaple
safe, maintaining rule of
law - these are the firs
prionties of n government
to ils people.”

“Cabinet has approved
an addimonal K6 million
to develop the capacily
of police o respond 10
law and order issues,
including training,
housing and staffing.” Mr
Momis said.

He also added that the
money wis well spem
to equip and empower
Police with the trained
staff to step up to the task
of arresting law breakers

“Weareonapathtosel -
determination, o defing
our future. This includes
becoming WEAPOMS-
free under the Peace
Agreement, maintaining
good  povernance  and
respecting people’s desire
for peace amd umity o
prevail.”

“Law and order 15
esseniinl for encouraging
development and
investment  needed 1o
grow  Bougainville and

increase  revenue  for
government servige
delivery.”

The President

assured people that any
consideration  of  re-
arming police would be
a careful process in Full
consultation  with  the
community amd officials,

“Our aim 5 1o
maintain  peace, and |
call on those who wani
1o step outside the law o
carefully reconsider their
actwons start supporting
our political aspirations.”
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Pm.rplu: living hong
the laum  Primary
School and Pitpit Bridge
in Tinputz District have
received @ grent  boost
fllowing the completion
of  seven  kilometres
resedling of the main
trunk road.

The K7 million project
to repair and reseal the

national  highway  in
linputz has been delivered
as part of the PNG-
Australia parmership

Ihe works between the
lain Primary Schoal and
Pitpit  Bridge have also
upgraded the dminoge
and enhimced safety for
all rond users

ABG Minister  foe
Technical Services, the
Hon.  Luke  Baraston,

said: "The resealed road
and improved drunage
gives real benclits 10
the commumnity and will
better connect Buka and

Arawa.”

Head teacher at the laun
Primary  School,  Raglyn
Koommmy, is happy with the
recent works on the road
ouitside her schoal.

LEThis priority
project is a
great example
of how a safer,
more reliable
road network

supports
the delivery
of essential
services’
she said.

“The mmprovements (o
the road, inchaling road
safely measures, mean
my students are  now
safer on their way to and
froem school, The resealed
surface also means less

Better roads for communities

dust i my  classrooms.
This project 15 2 fantastic
boost 10 our community,”
MW Koo sawd

The romd upgrade
will now allow for cocon
farmers o tansport their
beans to the markets much
easier

lon Sammy, a local
cocodl smallholder, 1s very
impressed with the change
that the new road surface
15 alrgady bringing to her
n.:mnmunll'_.'

“The smocther, safer
rond 5 reducing  travel
times and improving my
connection 1o markets in
A and Buka ™

The project was able
0 provide emplovment
and training o 45 local
residents in a wide range
of moles and was delivered
through  the  Papua
Mew  Ouinea-Awstralia
Transport Sector Suppaort
Program.

New investment for agriculture

w  Department  of

Primary Inchestres and
Marine Resources (DPIMR)
5 wiwking  with mar
Frrmers 1o bring mnew crops
ond techmiqoes to ncrease
the supply of fresh vepetables
in Bougainville.

DPIME  has  completed
the first phase of support:
trarming local frm advisors
and  supporting  weekly
visils w33 famens across
Beugimville

Working in  partnership
with  the Bouganville
Pamnership L omimexiiny
Suppont Faciliy ] New
Leabnd's Volunieer Service
Abrond. 16 agnculiunl
advisors hove upgraded ther
skills, The wdvisors are now
uesing these new skills o give
weekly advice 1 farmers.

Some IR CITICTTLS
includs
cOmposting o incrense soil
quality, mirseracs and the test
growing of new  vegemble
variefies

Acting  Secretary  for
DPIME, Wendy Sawa, said
regular visits fiom the tained
bocid advisors lave been a
winming ik

"Ohr  advisors . have
incressed armer confidence.
They have encouraped them
1o try mew things and increase
fmer  mvestment”  Ms
Sawva s, *“This (s increasing
the supply of fresh produce
i schools, restmennts and
apermarkers”

introduction of

“Farmers.  have  also
experimented with  now
crops, Lettuce and  mdish
are now being grown in
Bougainville and e are
being eaten by  fomers
and sold i markets and w
restaurants and stomes”

Ome Sewan faraner 15 now
applying 500 cabbapess a
week loancarty school, wiule
a farmer proop near Buka
15 now regulady supplying
fetuce 1o supsermarkets ard
TESTRLIFIMS,

The first phase nesulted
in tmporan hessons being
kearmt by both farmers ard
MR

The next phase will see
these lessons shaned across
Bougaimville through  new
agriculturl mdio. programs
an NBC and the imroduction
of mone commumnity  bascd
fresh prochsce advisors

“We nne partnering with
NBC Bongtinville and ABG
Mledan and Communications
i prochoe o midie show
just for frrmers It wall gve
farmers o chance o leam
anc] share ther stones and
e, IS 8 very exciting
time for the ABG and fnesh
produce farmers,” Ms Sawva
s,

DPIME will also be
festing  ditforent  organig
approsches o manage
pests and  increasing  the
accessibality of  impaoved
seeds i ophase two of the
e,

Lo i lukautim
emblem
(Upe) bilong
Bogenvil

alamen hilomg

Bogenwvil i gat lohilong
lukautrm ol symbaol o mak
imakim Bogemyil. Dispela
lo 1 fambuim ol papaol long
yusirn ol dispela mak
olsem bilas nating. Mo ga,
ol pipol § mas soim rispeki
ma noken yusim of dispela
ik olsem snnmting nading
1 no gat veliv na meaning

Mekim pating o yusim
nating mak bilong Upe,
i hin kirapim 1ok patt na
bel-kros bong olgeta hap
balong  Bogenvil  tmm
sampeln [min @ putm
dispeln ol mak long ol
slipa na ambrala na salim
lomg ol stox fong Buka
taun, Dispel i bin kamap

long begin bilong dispela
Vil

Long mun  Jum,
Bogenvil  Hous oy

representativ i bin pasim
o kamapim wanpeln stia
tok olsem: Fleg hilong

Bogervil, Emblem, na
Anithem i stap ananit kong
lukaut  bilong  Proteksen
Bill 2018.

[hspela now ) ok kiia
alsem; em | rome long
al pipol o ogenaisesen
long  yusim, 0 sGm, o
bagarapim  Fleg  bilong
Bogemal long ot bilong
yusum tasol bilong mekim
bisnis. o yusim olsem tred
mak o bogo. Pasin olsem i
saim i no @it nspekt long
ol dispela spesel symbal o
mak bilong Bogenvil.

Penelti hilong dispela

romgt e, KO00.000 Jong
ol koporesenshisnis hans
nai K10,000 Jong ol wan
AT ITAnN meri.

Lo, 1 protekinm  tu
Bogervil  Emblem  nn
Bogeral  Anthem  wei

hasait | no gl aonb o
tok orut bibong yusim b
kst sas hihainum o
Dispela mupela o 1
givim puwa long Bogenvil
Eksekutiv Kaunsil 1 ken
kamap wantaim ol kain
rul o lo, em ol pipoal mas
Bihainim taimn ol 1 yusim
Flex, Emblem na Anthem,

Husmit  wan wan
manmeri 0 ogenisesen |
laik vusim wanpela bilong
ol dispela spesel svmbol
o mak bilong Bogenvil,
olsem  Anthem, 1 mas
Kisim tok crait i stap long
pepa. Dispela ok orait |
mas kam long Mimstn
husart §© bosim  dispela
fmsie.,

Dhspefs . mupela o
bifong lukautim Bogemal
Flege, Emblem na Anthem
(Proteksen Bill) | kisim
ples  bilong  Provinsel
Symbols Ekt bilong 1978,
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Corruption crackdown gets
Bougainville referendum-ready

The Autonomous
Bougainville
Government has sent its
strongest message yet
that it is cracking down
on corruption as part of
getting referendum ready.
Chief Secretary Joseph
Nobetau, in his six-month
update to the people said
corruption must stop now.
“Four Department
Heads have recently been
investigated for allegations
of serious misconduct by
Independent Boards of
Inquiry established under
the Bougainville Senior
Appointments Act,” Mr
Nobetau said.
“Corruption is not only
againstthelaw. Itisstealing
from Bougainville — it is
selling out on our dream,
our future, and the idea
that we are destined for a
higher level of behaviour.”

As a result of
the independent
investigations, the
Secretaries for
Community Government
and Personnel

Management, as well
as government officers,
have been dismissed. The
Secretary for Treasury and
Finance has been cleared
of any wrong doing and

i

Chief Secretary Joseph obetau.

reinstated. At time of
printing,  investigations
into the  Secretaries
for Peace Agreement
Implementation and
Technical Services are
still underway.

The Chief Secretary
said one of the biggest
issues faced this year has
been the uncovering of
mass payroll fraud.

“An independent
audit by the National
Departments of Personnel
Management and Finance
have revealed our worst
fears,” Mr Nobetau said.

“Bougainvillean
public  servants  have
been  stealing  from
government and selling
out Bougainville over
many years — claiming
allowances they were
not entitled to, paying

salaries well in excess of
their classification level,
paying themselves and not
turning up for work.”

Mr  Nobetau  said
the administration was
standing  shoulder to
shoulder with the Minister
for Public Service, who
said the fraud was nothing
short of theft.

With just over
Six months until
Bougainville’s target
referendum date and

the need to demonstrate
good governance to the
international community,
the Chief Secretary has
made an impassioned plea
to fellow public servants,
politicians and the people.

“I am committed to
ensuring that the fraud
squad investigates
allegations of corruption

and that where criminality
is found, that individuals
be held to account. Nobody
is above the law. Nobody
has the right to take what
is not rightfully theirs.
And nobody has to right
to steal from law abiding
Bougainvilleans. To do
so brings shame to the
person and Bougainville
as whole.”

“l want to assure
tax payers and proud
Bougainvilleans that
those responsible for
wrong doing will be held
to account and that we
will do better.”

“Changes have already
been made to ensure
the payroll fraud never
happens again.”

“The good news is that
our eyes are not closed
and we will not look the
other way. The majority
is better than that; the
majority wants a brighter
future for Bougainville.”

“I expect that in time
both disciplinary and
criminal charges will be
made.”

The Chief Secretary
said since removing
‘ghosts’ from the payroll
had given the government
more money for public

services  like
schools and roads.

Mr  Nobetau  said
changing attitudes
and mindsets as part
of government reform
was not easy, but was
Bougainville’s aspirations
under the Bougainville
Peace Agreement.

“We are on a united,
but difficult mission to
move Bougainville from
a provincial government
to an autonomous
government to preparing
for Bougainville’s future
political status.”

“We cannot do that
while public servants are
busy lining their pockets
with public money.”

President Momis said
he fully supported the
Chief Secretary and that
under the Organic Law
on Leadership he was
obligated to report all
possible breaches.

“The Chief Secretary

clinics,

has my support to
continue to liaise
with the Ombudsman
Commission to ensure

the highest standards of
good governance under
the Bougainville Peace
Agreement,” Mr Momis
said.

Public service reviews plans for better service delivery

The Bougainville
Public Service has
gone through an in-depth
review to re-align plans
and priorities with the
government’s  Strategic
Development Plan (2018-
2022).

The review workshop
was led by the
Department of President
and Bougainville
Executive Council’s
Strategic Planning and

Policy Directorate.
The workshop created
an opportunity for all
departments to report on
progressive development,
achievements and
challenges in their
corporate plans over the
last six months.

Chief Secretary
to the  Autonomous
Bougainville Government
Joseph Nobetau said this
review workshop was part

ofthe process of reforming
the Bougainville Public
Service, and addressing
the need for more
effective, evidence based
policy development and
planning.

“The ABG Public
Service has made some
good progress, and I am
pleased to see this,” Mr
Nobetau said.

“However, the fact is
that the public service

needs to be more
responsive to government,
more strategically focused
on service delivery and
more accountable to the
people of Bougainville,
the Chief Secretary said.”

He further added
that a key focus for
the government over
the coming six months
will  be  supporting
the  referendum  on
Bougainville’s long term

political future.

The review workshop
was also attended by
National Parliament
Members for Bougainville
and key donor partners,
which paved way for
productive  discussions
and information-sharing
sessions on a way forward
for effective planning
and service delivery for
Bougainville.
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BOUGAINVILLE
REFERENDUM
COMMISSION

Ci- OFFICE OF THE BOUGAINVILLE
ELECTORAL COMMISSIONER
PO BOX 322, BUKA, ARDB

DL: 973 7450 | MOB: T151 5645
Email: manugeorgeB28@Egmail.com
pgamato@pngec.gov.pg

hairman bilong
Bogenwvil
Relerendum Komisin

Bertig Alern | bin wokim
wanpela visit ikam long
Bogenvil  long  mun
Okioba

Raun hilong em ikam
long  Bogenvil em bin
long bung wantmim o
hida long nesenol gavman
ma ABG, na tu long lukim
ol wok rere 1 kamap long
referendum.

Mr Ahern hin bung
wanlaim prime minister
Perer O'NMeill ma

wantaim president bilong
Bogenvil John Momis.
Emi bin gat sans long stap
tu long laspela miting
bilong joint supervisory

body na wantaim
trensisenol komiti bilong
Bogenvil  Referendum
Komisisin,

Insait long dispela ol
bung, Mr Abern i tok
enu hamamas tru olsem
lupeta pavman 1 luksave
na makim em olsem man
1 g0 pas long luksutim
referendam
Emi tok w olsem emi gm

ktiisen

bikpela komitment long
wokim  high  standard
wok bilong em olsem
chairman

Ol narapela  lain
bai stap wantaim Mr
Ahern  long  Bogenvil
Referendum  Komisen
em oli kolim ol long ol
komising., Bogemvil emi
makim  Ruby Mirinka
nz Patrick Nisira long
sanap makim ol long
dispela komisen. Mesenol
gavman | makim Thomas
Webster na Robert Igara
long makim ol e long

referendum komisen

Tupela clektoral
komising tu long png
na  bogenvil,  Patilius

Lamato na George Manu
bai stap tu insait long
Bogenvil  Referendum
Komisen

Displa of lain hia ol
gat hikpela expiriens na
save lomg wok bilong
BJI\-'IIIE]'I_ eEnesment,
komumt divelopmen na
save hilong sanap makim
muus na tngting bilong
ol pipil

Bogenvi] Referendum

Komisen naw igat bikpela
wok long mekim klia long
ol pipol dispela tupela
opsen, long soim pasin
rispekt long ol tngling
bilong ol pipol, bai oli
pilim i na noken poret
lomg autim ol tingting oli
ga,

Lomg ol interest grup
husar igar tngring long
wok campein, Bogenvil
Referendum Komisen bai
klostu taim tok klin long
proses  long  behainim
ma rejista bipa long ol
campein i kamap,

3)
4)

S)

Enrolment and
Verification Procedure

Five Key Steps to the Final Voter Roll
1) En

Voters check if their names and details are on the working

rolment agent visits each hamlet, village and ward with
the working roll to confirm names of eligible voters

2) roll. Those whose names are not on the roll, or who have not
previously enrolled, complete a Claim for Enrolment Form.

BRC prepares a preliminary roll based on the information
collected. The preliminary roll is displayed in each urban
area for voters to confirm and verify their names.

Those whose names do not appear on the preliminary roll,

or whose information is not entered correctly are given a
new Claim for Enrolment to complete.

Following the completion of the objection period, BRC makes
the necessary corrections and certifies the voter roll.

Referendum Update
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NRI reports: Informed
decision making

vital for referen

Dr. Thomas Webstor speaking af the launching
of the reports af Kuby, Buka Isiand

Tlm Bougainville
Referendum
Rescarch Project umder
the Mational Research
Institute lnumched
the second
referendum reports

Project Team Leader
Dr.  Thomas Webster
explamed that the repors
provided a comparotive
study of Bougainvilles
BUlGNOMY ArrAngements
with  other  amonomy
arrangements apound the
world

“An aulonomy
povernance arrangement
was agreed to  under
the Bougainville Peace
Agreement  and  has
been implemented up

round of

1o the referendum when
the future povernance
armungement  will  be
decided by the people of
Bougainville,”

“Independence 15 an
option to be included 1n
the question with a fall
hack option of the current
BUTONOMY  gOVernumoes
arrangement,” Dir
Webster sad

In  weleoming  the
reports,  ABG  Viee
President Hon. Ravmond
Masono said that these
research  findings  will
help 1w broaden the
understanding of the
Referendum  issue  and
eiihance preparations
towards the Beferendum.

dum

"We continue to
acknowledge the work
dome by Dr Webster
and the NRI in these
studies that they have
conducted 1o Increase
understanding  of  the
referendum not only n
Bougainviile hut also in
PNG"

a1 W h e i
Bougmnvilleans voue in
June next year, they musi
mnke their  decisions
based on  informed
choices and such repores
give our people the
information required
to make an informed
decision,” said Masono

The PRI LS
titled Options fior
Bougalnville s
Auwlonemy
Arrangements: A
study from a  global
comparative perspective
and Fipancing for Fisgal
Autonomy: Fiscal Self-
Reliance in Bougainville
will be distributed in
Bougmnville  through
schools and community
governments,

Wok bilong rausim
masket imas kamap
bipo long referendum

Gmm:m i tok cm
i stap long mak
bilong ravsim olgetn

masket  lpo  long
referendum

Ekiimg  sekreter
hilong dipatmen
hilong pis  azrimen

implementesen,
Denmis Kwar, 1 10k,
proses o wok  hilong
rausim ol wepon o
samting  bilong pait
i kamap pinis long
olgeta wod  long
Bogenvil na 1 stap long
mak bilong pinis long
Disemba 2018,

B E B 0 bin tok, ol
ektivitn 1 bihaimim stret
Juin wepons disposal
plen, we ol © bin agn
namel long gavman na
Join supavaisorl bodi
taim ol i bin miting

“Dei ol § makim
long rausim ol wepon
em 31 disemba 2018,
ni olgeta kansitituensi
i mas mekim ol
rekonsilicsen na ol
cktiviti bilong helpim
ni rausim ol wepon,
Dispels pasin bai i

ken makim olsem ol i
redi tong referendum”,
Kukai § bin ok

Mr Kwm 1 1ok
olsem simbolik rausim
wepon eksasais 1 bin
kamap long Torokina,
Swvan na Atolls diserik.
[hspeln § soim olsem,
ol pipol ol 1 redi nau
long narapela  level
we ol 1 ken ok, erma
bilong ol, em wepon
fri eria.

Long wankain taim,
ol  foma kombeten
na  feksens (factwons)
olsem  Meckamur
komitim ol et long
rausim ol wepoi.
O i tok olsem, em
i wanpela  moral
obligesen o stretpels
pasin long ransim ol
wepon. Dispels em i
wuipela hilong ol pipal
na bilong Bogenvil
olgetn

ol i makim 31
Dizemba 2018 olsem
tnget deit bilong | gm
*wepon-fri’ dekleresan
lomg ol hap i stap aning
long Meekamui zone

Autonomy review

resident Montis savs

he is santsiied with
the findings ofthe second
review of Bongainvilles
putonomy arrangements.

The review  was
undertaken by foor
independentexperts who
looked at Bougainville's
AULONOmY ATANEEMEnts
in  line with the
requirements  of  the
Bougainville Peace
Agreement. The experts
visited Bougamville in
August and  delivered
their report w the two

governments in October,

They  found  thot
while the ABG had
done a lot of work, more
was still nmeeded. They
highlighted the need
fior stronger financial
management within the
ABG, and better co-
ordination between the
ABG and the national
povernment.

The President said he
was particularly happy
withthe report’s findings
on  C‘good governance’

a benchmark for both

- progress but more to do

governments 1o agree
on the final dote for
referendum. The experts
found that “overall,
ABG has met many
standards  for  good
governance [and] in
same cases, for example
local povernment, the
ABG  has  surpassed
imernational standards.
For others, such as
aceountability and
transparency, ABOG s
al o similar stage of
development 10 PNG as
a whole,”

=1 welcome this
independent repart,” Mr
Momis suid

“They have
recognised our many
accomplishments  but
also showed us the arcas
we need 1o improve.”

“I  commend the
experts for  their
thoughtful  ideas and
urge all Bougainvilleans
to take the time to read
this Important report
into the implementation
af Bougainville's
aulOnEMY Arrangements

uder the BPA. |
believe that the report
will be wital in our
consultations with the
Manonal  Government
after the referendum.”

The review (& &
requirement of  the
Bougainville Peace
Agreement. As per the
arrangements, the two
governments will meet
soon o discuss  the
report’s findings.

Read the report om
the ABG websie: www,
abg.pov pgireporis
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(Bougaimdlle Partnarsiip),

Partnership)

e ABG and  lhive

youth  OTZanisaions
HCTOss Bougamville
were given the support
o implement local youth
mChvilies.

Supported by the

Grant recipients seated from feft to right - Desmond
Ponpon (Communiy Developmentl, Pasfor Andrew
Opis (Seventh Day Advenfis! Church), Linzy Kiapin

Jeffrey Kop (Ausiralian High

Commussion) and Natasha Manoanny (Bougainmilie

Fapun  New  Guines
Australia.  Parinership,
grant recipients  include
Buka Urban  Youth,
Missan  [district  Youth.
Buin Urban Youth, Bana
District Youth and  the

| Bougainville Youth
Federmion. Exch District
youth association received
KI00000  each  with
the Bougainville Youth
Federaton receTving
K 200,000,

The pgrecments
were  signed  ollowing
a  weeklong  project
management-training
[rogram bl i
Arawa.  Youth leaders
! learned abour financial
management, oo
povernance  and  vouth
programming 1o make
sure the funds are well
spent

Youth activitics
will be mmplemented
in partnership with the

Australia supports Bougainville youth

ABGs Department
of Community
Pevelopment and  Jocal
service providers,

Department of
C'mmnunﬁy[)mc]cpl::r:nt
representalive Me
Desmond Poupon
sl that applying the
Bougainville Youth
Polley  implemiertation
has been difficult in the
past. due to & lack of
TEs0IrCes

“We  thamk  the
Auvstralia  Government
for their partnership and
again making the funds
available to support vouth
to reach their potential”,
Mr Pospon said

Australia’s

development  partnership
with the Governmen
of Papua MNew Cuinea
is  working  clesely
with  the  Aulonomous
Bougainville
Crovernment to contribute
to Bougainvilles future
stability and prosperity,

Mr  Ponpon  said
Bougairvilles  journey
must inclide youths as
they coniribute a major
part of & sustainable
fumre

“l wrge ¢ach district
youth association
represent their youths well
at all bevels amd ensome
the funds nre uli]iﬁed for
A posive outcome”, Mr
Panpon suid.

Church leaders see peacebuilding
role in Bougainville

hurch  and  women's
ders  from  acnoss

Papua  New  Ciuimea
travelled 10 Bougamalle
on a fact-finding mission to
better understand ther mole
in supporting a peaceful,
violence-free referendum
The mission, supported
by UM Women, saw 24
kaders  from  the PNG
Council o Chuches,
povertment, civil society
and research orgamsations
in Buka from 20-23% Awgust
Beatrice Talwau,
Mational Programime
Specialim with  UN
Worien, said that she bopes
this is the first of many such
pecebuilding missions.
“The Ilmk between
churches, peace buikding,
pender  equality and

winmen's empowenment s a
vital one,” Ms Tabeau said

“The missom
Bougainville ot only
poowvided  national - church
mndd civil socwety leaders a
better understanding of the
satuation i Bowgsmvalle, b
also leam abo suceessful
peace amd  secunity
initiatives  happening now
in Bowgimallke”

“War hope s tha
these can be replicated
:I“uumlu:i other parts of

{'Ilm::l'ns played # vital
role providing health and
other services during the
Bougairville conflit. In
mecognising  (hese  past
contributions, and assessing
curment needs, it is chear tha
faith-based  organisations

hive a mle © play in
supporting peace building
The visr mcluded open
diglogues with  President
Momis and members of
the Bougaimville Executive
Coumcil,  with  Chief
Secretary Joseph Mobetau
al  ABG  departmental
beads, wud o thind with
development partners and
ol sockty orpEmsaons
working in Bougainville.
The mussion was made
possible  through - support
fromt the LN Peacebuilding
Fund and the Gender and
Youth Promotion Initiative.
The  inititive  [Douses
on the empowermenl of
disenfranchised  proups
m  Bougaimville, mamly
women  and  vouth,  and
people with disabilties.

Women contribute to peace

Owr 200 women
across  Bougamville

were frmned to addoess
gender based violence at
a human rights farum that
was held from the 15 10
19 October in Wakuna,
Morth Bougainville,

These women ane
part of the Bouganville
Women Human Rights
Defenders (WHR LY group
and have been tramed by
the Nazareth Center for
Rehabilitation in North
Bougainville 1o lead
educational, advocacy,
gwareness  resang  and
similar activittes m the
cormmunity level

This trmining was done
with the aim of addressing

pender-hised  vialence,
pender neguality,
WOITHENS rights,

community development
and  building  peaceful
communifies

ABG Presidemt Hon
John Moms congratulaned
the women during the one-
week forum m Wakunai.

“The rraditional
rofes of Bougmmvillean

woren have always been
custodians of the land and
provading the safety net
within the community,”
he said.

“Theirr rmles have
been redefined to include
peacemaker  after  their
contributions  ta the

Bougainville peace
process,”

“Women are an
important stakeholder
in peace  building  on
Bougmmville, @ was
through your joant

efforts with our leaders,
% combatams i
government  that  peace
was indtially attained.”

“I eall upon onee again
o your resilience and
unwavering — support o
eontimue to play a vital role
in preparing our people
before the referendum is
held mext year,” he added,

President Momis
told the women tha
Bougainville must  meet
international best practice
standards  onm human
rights, due processes amd
democracy.

The Bougainville Bulletin
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Bougainville
youth determined
to ‘be the change’

ouths acToss

Bovgamville  have
been encouraged o work
together o help dove the
message  for unity, self-
redinceand peace as well as
advocitmg on prepartion
towards referendum

This was the messape
stressed durng a bwo week
Regional  Youth  Forum
conducted for Bouzmnyille
youth leaders in Arawa in
August this year, under the
theme of *Safe spaces for
Youth'

ABG Depariment  of
Commumnity Development
in parinership with the
UNFPA through its Gender
Yonth Promotion [nitiative
(GY P} project were able
o prowide this program
fior the youths 1o tap into

Opportunitics 10 sustain
themselves.

Regional Youth
Co-ordinator  with  the

Department of Commumity
Development Ms  Stacey
Tarwm  said the forum

amed w0 engage and
cnhance youths as game-
chanmgers W address the
palitical  disempowerment
of today’s youth

“This two week program
wits basically to engage the
vouths 10 disouss isses
mned  express  fhemsehes
al thewr level and 1w
empower and equip them
with information to assist
them  in disseminming
iformation on referendom

“Exscutive  members
from each District Youh
Associations consisting of
the President, Secretary
aned Treasurer were brought
iMoo attend  the  training
to learn from cach other
and also to expose them
0 opportunities that they
could tap into (o assist
them in the communitics.”
Ms Tarura smd.

ABG  Departments,
dopor  partners and
stakeholders as well as
the Bougamville House of
Representatives were also

Pan!mpams nfme Modal 'mum Pmlmm wﬂm mc Spea.inarom& House of
Represenalives Simoen Penlanu

included in the program to
make presentations on their
les and  responsibalitics
and how the youths can
have aceess 1o services

they provide
Youth  leadérs  who
attended  the  warkshop

said the sessions were very
informative and vital for
the youths because they

have always fele left out of

decision making.

“It is really fortunate for
us {youths) to amend this
training because for far too
long we have been left oul
in the dark of what is going
in Bougainville, especinlly
at the politcal level as we
prepare for Referendum
Freda Basse, President
for Buka Urban Youth
Association revealed.

She added that it is the
cry of the youths 1o be part

of the desision making
body and A BG should ook
at including seats wm the
parhament to represent the
vaice of the vouths,

Similar sentiments were
shared by Tocokina Dhstrct
Youth President Mr Jericho
Kenaus who called on
the ABG authorties and
stokebolders 1o utilise the
youths to carry out the
referendum owareness,

“I am grateful to artend
this training and urge our
leaders of the day 1w work
with the youths because
pimost 60 percem of the
population in Bongainville
is made up of youths and
our votes count in the
coming referendum.” he
said,

Apart from the forum,
there were other activitics
which included the Maodel

Youth Pariament that was
held a1 ibe Bougninville
House of Represematives
this month

The Model Youth
Parliament  gave  youths
an opportunity o sit in
parliament  and  debawe
on  pressing  issues  thus
havving the feel of how real
parliament  sessions  ane
held.

“This was the first time
toactually sit in parliament,
herwvever, we hope that this
SEZSI0N  CONtmues  mEx
vear and that the youths
are included in decision
making. | also appeal o the
ABG leaders 1o make time
available to observe such
sessons and hear the cry of
the vomths,” said Ms Basse

The model  youth
parlisment will continue
T YCHT

olentia  Menensa
bilong  Bogenvil
Yumii Lobreri 1 Kisum
gwoed bilong  Pracd oy
Papua MNin Gini  gol
medal, Dispeln prats em
1 kasim bilong  Juksave
long gutpela wok em i
mekim long komyuniti.
Mizs Deborah Mumia
i kisim  dispela awod
long han bilong Gavana
General long Port Moshi
long 18th Oktoba 2018.
Awod em  luksave
bilong kontribivsen Miss
Mumia | givim long
komyuniti long tripela
via olsem volentia long

Bogenvil mama k|5|m Gold Medal Awod

kirapim na  ronim fong ridim ol buk na
kommyuniti latbrer. o marapeln samting
Long  wanpela long kisim save long
spesel bung kakm Bogenvil na  long
long Buka long ol nampela samting
Movemba L klosiu 5 bilong wol em yumi
TO-peln manmert 1 stap long en”. Mr
makim  komyumit Basiou i 1ok.
ogenaisesen i kam : Long totkok
wantaim long Gﬂdmdaruﬂmernabmhuum bilong em, Miss
soim amamas long ;‘Eﬂﬂﬁmﬁ’cmm Mumia i tok, dispela

Deborah na  Yuniti
Laibreri Komyuniti
lidasip long Bowenvil.

Laibreri Siman,
Mr. Stan Basiou 1 tok,
cm 1 laik tro long wok
wantaim planti volentia
husant 1 gat  bikpela

laik bilong wok olsem
Deborah.

= O dispela volentia i
givim taim bilong ol yel
long ronim laibreri, na
bikos long dispela wok
na sakrifais, yomi inap

awod em | luksive

long wok bilong en,
family bilong em, na of
planti volentia husait |
wok long laibrers,

Miss Mumia 1 tok,
“Wok  Volentia em
wanpela  wel  yumi

ken  kontnbat  long
divelopmen bilong
Bogenvil,  Yumi  na

ken satdp ni wet Jong
gavaman  Jong  wokim
olgetn  somting. Y
mas helpim yum yet tu”,

“Mi o spesel, mi save
kirap long moning long
po salim kaikai bilong
belo bipo long mi kam
long lnibreri. Tasol ni
skulim mi vet, mi traim
pinis. em i hatpela wok.”

Loibreri nau 1 save
o aut long ol skul na ol
komyuniti long Bogenvil
long skulim ol tisa na
sumatin
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Bougamw"e Way

Essay (

First Prize Winner (Primary School category):

Danniela Michaelyne, Kuraio Primary School, Grade Six
POEM: Tears-Joy-Peace

Together we stand and strive for freedom
Together our tears drop for freedom
From the mountains to the seashores of Bougainville
Blood and tears fow down for freedom

"

“Hooray! lis peace, peace, pence!

Mo maore war, no more tears, no more Moodshed
“lts peace, peace and joy!"
Join hands together, join our voices together
Hand in hand. into our voyage to freedom

Let's stamd together in o Bougainville way
Special we are, unigue we are in o Bougainville way
Cine people, one color, one culiure makes one identity
Its our journey, 8 our viswon
Join hands together and sing out with joy
Joy 1o freedom

From the mountaims of scath 1o 1ts seashore
From the mountains of central'to its seashore
Froam the mountains of north (o its seashore
Ot tor the Atalls

Let us join hands together and walk with peace, joy and harmony
I Bougminville way 1o freedom, freedom for an ironical nation -

BOUGAINVILLE!

Essay (Adult category)

Mary Cathleen Dickson, 33 vears. Lemankas-Hakn

- » \Winnhers

Ellizen Manio, Lemankoa
(High School category)

Poem

Bougainville Island

Lard of the green and palmy trées,

©n the horizon
margin the sky,
and shiny seas
Bougainville lsland,
We all salute vou.

Flowers and moonlight,
Swaying palm trees
Jungles and rivers
White coral sand

This is our skand
This 15 our home.

Dark were the days
When man lived i fear
Fear of the armow,
Stone, club and spear
Sadness and sormow
filled every heart

That was our 1sland
that was our homie
Bougainville we will be
fowval ever 1o you.

“What the Bougainville way means to me*

In 1964, the first House of Assembly was
formed in Port Mareshy, Our members
clected were; Hon Donatus Mola, Hon Joe
Lue and Hon Paul Lapun. They hrought
Bougainville 1o a sound standard

From difficulties to prosperity

Bougamnville the forgotten  |slaml.  An
explorer Anthon De Bougainville discovered
Bougainville and left with records,

Then my valley was changed, | was In Ith September 1975, PNG pained
apened and known to the st of the world.  independence.  After  that  year, self-
Then bloodshed came upon the people of determination and  decentralization  on
Bougainville st Hahalis. Here the Johm September Olst 1976 was given or handed
Teosin highway wis constructed from Buka  down, spear headed by John Momis,

ter Habu, for the payment of bloodshed. That
was in 1964. Development was very fasL. In 1988 to 1990, another bloodshed erupred.

Sadness and sorrow filled every heart. Tha

was Bougainville. | lost much precious
things. We were back to base in 1991 It was
our way 1o suffer again for prosperity,

The people are spiritually lost, for we hardly
produce jov, peace, goodness, faithfulness,
patience, Kindness, huwmlity  and  self-
control,

In June 2009, Bougainville will see one
very important event known as referendum.
People have o vote yes or no. This s what
Bougainville way means to me. God is the
answer. And it will be our way.

The Bougainville Bullstin
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he Bougainville flag
wis chosen in 1975
from  many  excellem
entries received in anation
wide competition. The
selection panel appointed

by  the Bougainville
Pronvincial Assembly
which included the them
Fr. John Momis M.H.A.
Regional  Member  for
Bougainville (FNG
Parliament), Mr Peter
Sission, President of the
Amwa Town Council and
Mr. Leo Hannett, Planner,
Bougainville  Provincial
Ciovernment

The fag was designed
with the cultural expertise
of Naboin  Paramount
Chief, Jonathan  Havini
and Nakas Chiefl Moses
Havini.  Design o
graphies were  produced
by Marilyn F  Taleo
Havini.

THE FLAG DESIGN

FLAG BACKGROLUND:
COBALT BLUE

Represemative  of  sen
surrounding and isolating
Bougainville lslands as
# distinet emity in the
Pacific; ('Blue  Water
Concept” of clear ond
distingt geographical and
physiological identity
mndfor  boundary s
ong  requirement  for
indigenous peaples
appheation for  self
determimnation and

independence).

SYMBOL koown as a
KAPKAP:

The KAPEAP
is a symbol of sutlority
= o iraditional  shell
dise crafled by ancient
Bougainvilleans and worn
on the brow or on the chest
by Chieftains and Qieens,
it beautifully offsets the

distinctive black eolour
of skin. Surmounied
on the mother of pearl
shell (nacre) would be an
intricately carved turtle
shell circular dise with &
design that radiates from a
certral rribal clan ratem

WHITE DISC

The outer edge of the
mother of pearl remains
exposed as a  circular
white nm on the flag
design  and  represents
the white sands and reefs
of Bougnimville.  These
recfs provide sustenance
anel are an essentinl ife-
giving environment for
Bougainvillean people.

GREEN PATTERMN
BAND

Representing the
islamds, mouniains and
land hased resources

of Bougainville: sel
within the Kapkap
design 1o radiate from
the centre in traditionnl
pattern. This green barnd
stands for the land of
Bougamville: Land is life

BLACK CENTRE
GROUND

Svimbalic for the people
of Bougainville — amony
the Blackest people within
the Pacific amd distinctive
cthoocally as & socety
united under one flag.

CENTRAL SYMBOL -
LIPE:

The Upe is unigue
to Bouganmlle  and
therefore  distinctive  as
the central TOTEM of the
fag. On the fag, the Upe
is substituted n place of
a particular clan symbaol
al the cemre of the flag
and Kapkap, Normally,
the symbol placed in
this central position on a

I(apkup would mdn:at:

the particular clan and
suthority  of the chief
of queen who wears L
The symbol has been
appropristed to mean that
the Bougainville PEOPLE
are now mature  and
have ‘come of age’ 1o be
recognised as a politecal
identity,  Therefore, the
Ulpe (sometimes spelt Lipi)
has come to represent the
collective  popuiation or
nationhood.

The Upe 15 & unwjue
ceremonial  hat  worn
by young adult bovs m
i J..'H‘L'\i]ﬂ“]ﬂrr II'IIIIH."rI:I'ﬁ1
wsunlly  seon ofter
puberty, Some areas of

Central Bougainville
fespecinlly Wakunai,
Rotokas, Kerinka  and
Kumug) —continue  this

custom today, bot it was
also  widely  practiced
throughout  Buka  and
Morth and  Central
Bougainville until recemt
fimes.

The Upe ceremony is
one  customary  practice
thint was, and is. a common
heritage o ALL tribes of
Buka and Bouguimville,
While the shapes and
styles  slightly  wary
according  to different
tribes, the design,
customary  practices and
ntuals emanatmg from
the Upe ceremony are
the same  throughout
Bougainville.

Because the Provincial
Governmemt had already
adoged the Upe as the
symbol  of  emerging
Mationhood in 1973, 1
incorporated it(with elders
and leaders permission)
for the 1975 Bougainville
Flag competition.

RED AND WHITE
STRIPES:  The red

The Bougainville Flag

The Story of the flag

- By Moses and Marilyn Havini

and white stripes on
the Upe have several
layers of meaning
easily discernible 1o all
Bougainvilleans whose
clan identity can be
linked 1o either the use
of red or white colour
svmbols o accompany
a clan totem. Further
meaning applied to the
red stripes imcludes:

Leadership: The outer
profectivi covering
of an Upe is made up
of alernating red  and
blesched white pandanus
leal’ stopes. Future chiels
can wear four stipes and
their pages, or assistant
chiefs can wear two. Thus
the use of stripes indicates
Leadership.

Gender  Equity:  Three
stripes have been chosen
for the Upe on the flag
for special significance.
In ceremonies and on

figurative carvings,
traditional decaration
worn by men and women
for any  cercmomial

occasion identifies gender
by the following means:
men will dve their har
with a central red stripe
whereas women wear two
red stripes on their hair —
one either side, off centre.
Also, women traditionally
use red and white stripes
in the making of their
patterned tradibional capes
Tuhu (padgin "Karuka'),

Thus  the  overall
symbialic
the flag is that men and
women of Bougmnville,
together in maturity, hold
the authority to stand as
one people beneath their
flag as a distinet political
entily.

The symbolism on
the flag has continued 1o

meanimg  of

remain u wnifying fctor
in Bougainville through
the continaing  changes
of Bougainville’s palitical
status:

«  Beginning as
the flag of the Republic
of North Selomons (151
September 75 1o July T6),

= It was retained
to hecome the fag of
the MNorth  Solomaons
Provincial Government
{July 76 to October 89),

= The Bougminville
Interim Gronermmient
(BIG; 1989 1w May
1990) claimed the lag as
svmbol for the Repullic
of  Bougainville  (or
Meckamu}  throughout
the Bougainville Crisis

* The flag was
raised during  the
second LDE which was
proclaimed on May 17,
19940,

«  The NG
Government  cominued
10 recognise n as the
Provingial flag and, as
sueh, it contimped in
use by the Bougainville
Transitional Gowvernment
(BTG)

* HBouwgainville
Reconciliation

Caovernment (BRG)
raised the flag officially
reuniting ALL

Boupainville under one
hanner in 1999,

»  The Autonomous
Bougainville Governmeni
mised the flag once more
at the mauguration of the
Autonomous Bougmnville
Region (ARB) and the

ABG June 15th 2015
2003,

Updated by,

Moses and Marilyn
Havini

September 2009
BOUGAINVILLE
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"l"ln: Atolls Comstituency
m o the  Automomous
Region  of  Bougminville
5 now  weapons-free
anid referendurm-remdy
seconding 1o the criteria set
by the Bougmmyille House
of  Representatves  and
agreed w by the LN,

The Comstituency
member  for the  Adolls
aml Vice President signed
the declarshon at the Han
Iskind, Carteret on  (he
Friday 23 November 2018,
ahead of the deadline for ihe
remaining 20 Constiusncies
in the Autononous Region
of Bouganville © be
declired  referenduni-ready
by 31 December 2018,

The member made the
declaration  amidst  much

celehration inthe presence of

3 colleague members and 20
government officials, chicfs

from Carteret, Martlock
aml  representanves  from
Mugurs  and  Tasman
Islands. All communitics in
the Atolls were representid,

“This i mwo  douht
the bhigpest gaihenng of
the ABG lesders  and

gonernment officials m any
conumunity in the Atolls
Constiluency ever,”  Mr
oo said in his welcome
remerks,

The Minister fox
Bougainville Peace
Agreement |nq'|k:mu1rm.1:m
Adbert Punghan could oot
make i to Carteref due
1o bad weather on Friday
moming  and  delegated
the keymote addrmss 1o the

Deputy Speakes, Francisca
Semosn

'I'h:- declaration  was
preceded by a reconciliation
af 10 crisis related cases

Betweenislanders wivo foumd
themselves on  opposing
sdes of the Bougainville
Conflict. Alhough  there
wene nn Joss of Tives on either
sides,  (perpetrators  and
victims), nescrtherdess the
conflict also fitted wslanderns
apminst  those  supporting
the Mationzl Governmend
and these supporting the
Bougamville Revolutiomry
Armmy, The whinle
populaton of the Cartens
comenged on Han Island
for the ceremony wilnessed
by the Ministes for Puhlic
Service  Robert  Hamal
Sawa,  Deputy  Speaket
Franeisea Semoso and the
newly ehecled member for
Halia Constituency Gordon

Barck and other povernment
officials,
“This  is  sigmificantly

historical day for the Atolls

Atolls Constituency is weapons free and referendum-ready

Constituency s we become
paihy the thind Constimsency
o be declared veadv and
the first to comply with the
eriteria i the referendim
chieck list,” br Masono ssid

Mir Masono also thanked
the ABG for assisting with
funding  but  lambasted
DFAT for not  medeasing
fumds  earmuwked  for
reconcilution 1 tme for the
DCCHAIIN

“Lometies, | owonder
whose interest are supposed
i be supporting whilst in
Bougsninyille, the ABGS or
their own?™ he zaid,

Bur he heaped pemnise
on  the Chairmon  and
members of the Organizing
Comminee for delivering
ppamst all odds and the
peopleof Carteretand Atolls
for their support i hosting
this Imporam event.

Selau Reconciliation

Siwai
reconciliation

he people of Srwai
Distriet, South
Bougainville, have
come  ogether o
recomcile, dispose of
weapons and forgive
ahesd of next year's
referendum
Supported by
the Bougainville
Partnership. the
ceremony  was  held
on 8 Junme al Amenu
District  Office  and
witnessed by the
people of Siwai, along
with  represeniatives
from the Autopomous
Bougainville
Governmenit
and Australian
Ciovernment
During the ceremony
Peter Tengka,
Esecutive  Manager
for Smwal Distriet and
charrman of the Siwm

District  Peace  and
Secunl ¥ Committes
acknowledged the

efforts of lns commiltee
and their commitments
i conduct mass
reconciliations.

“This activity has
confirmed ourreadiness
fiar referendum
Independence is
determined  through
reconciliations hetween
parties  who  have
prudges against cach
other from the crisis,”
said Mr Tengka

A sigmificam
highlight —of  the
CCrEmony  wias the
disposal  of  weapons,
consisting  of  nifles,
shodung, claymmore
mines  amd  other
explosives.

A total of 174 cases
have been  registered
from  seven wards in
Siwai. 5o far  there
have been 104 cases
reconcited, with 70
deferred 1©0 the next
reconci liation.
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The power of reconciliation

Story of Christopher Vane

hristopher  Vane

15 4 viclim of the
Bougammville Crisis. A
former combatani, he
was shot and wounded.
The physical scars on his
body remind him of the
atrocities and mayhem
of those wvears. Even
though the Crisis is over,
he continues 1o endure
fear and insecurity, This
is his story.

When | move aroumd
the village or even go to
the garden, | am always
suspicious that  my
ENMEIMIES are \'-'ul.l:lllllg
me, said Christopher.

| pget ongry very
guickly. Someone or
even my family members

aggrieve me, [ grab 4
gun and threaten them

with . My children
fear me the most, They
don’t interact with me
like father and children
normally do.
Oceasionally, (52
combatants  fire  their
guns in the air. | grab

my gun and guickly take
my family to take cover
or hide. This random
firing of guns by formes
combatants brings fear
into the lives of people
and  restricts.  their
freedom of movemem
In 207, members
of the local Torokina
District Peace  and
Secunty Commilice
(DPSC) approsched me.
Enowing my listory,
they asked me if they
could mediate my case.
| was overwhelmed with
joy and tears stared o
fall from my eyes. | told
therm that | had been
watiting for this moment,
and 1 agreed o (heir

proposal. In April 2018,
I fimally reconciled with
the person who shot me.

After  the public
reconciliation ceremony
in Torokina, the burden
of insecurity and fear
that has plagued me for
vedrs was finally gone.
My ememy has now
hecome my close friend
Even my children have
become closer to me
them ever before. The
community has totally
changed and you won'i
hesr anymore gun shots
now, | hove joined the
ward  commitiee o
found up  remaning
guns and ammunition.
Together  with  the

Toroking DPSC,  we
are planning to dispose
of all weapons before
referendurm

Positive changes
are now taking place
within my family. We
are helping each other
with developmental
projects. For example, if
one family needs help in
transporting their cocoa
nursery seedlings, we'll
all chip i and help, Just
oy, we had a family
meeting about income
earning  opportunities
- this is something tha
we didn't do before. We
are planning  together
for our {uture.

Saut Bogenvil Memba tok sori long
ol pipol bilong Solomon Ailan

esesenel Deputi
Oposisen Lida

na Memba bilong Sam
Bogenvil, Tmothy
Masiu, i 1ok sori long ol
pipol hilong  Solomon
Atlan Dspela ok
sori 1 kam wantaim tok
tenkiu tu long gutpela
lukaut na pasin ol pipol
bilong Solom Adlan 1
bin mekim long tmm
hilang Bogenvil kmaisis.
Mr. Masiu i tok son

long gavman na pipol
hilong Solomon Ailan
olsem ol pipal bhilong
Bogenvil 1 hin ronwe
brukim bodas na  go
stap long ol ples long
Solomon. Dispeln 1 bin
brimgim sampela pret
na hevi lomg ol pipol
bilong Solamon

“Mi 1ok son long
gavman na ol pipol
bilong Solomon Ailan
long  olkain  wari na

hevi ol lain Bogenvil
i hin bringim, mim
ol 1 go kam long mim
hevi o kmisis 1 bin
kamap  hikpela tru
Ma tu long taim pait i
stap strong namel long
al soldia hilong Papun
M Gini na Bogenvil

Revolusenari Ami
(BRAY", Mr. Masiu 1
ok

Masiu i givim

dispela 1ok sori long

Ambasada bilong
Solomon  Adilan  long
PNG (His Excelfency)
Mr. Harnabas Anga
Dispela § hin kamap

long  bung  hilong
ol Solomon  Ailan
komyuniti  long  Po

Maoshi long amamasim
o makim A0 yin
independens anevesar
bilong ol, long mun
Julai bilong dispein via,

Long itaim  bilong

Bozevil kraisis,
gavman bilong Solom
Ailan na ol pipol hilong
Solomon i bin soim
pasin bel sori long ol
pipol bilong Bogenvil,
Ol 1 givim kaikai, hap
hilong slip. ma givim
marasin long ol lain o
kisim bagarap long pait,
na tu long ol arapela
mantinern husat 1 nidhm
lukaut na helpim,

On behalf of the Office of the President and BEC, The

ery Merry Christmas

Members of the ABG House of Representatives and the ABG
Public Servants we would like to wish our valued readers a
and a Prosperous New Year 2019,
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lost at sea

The Carterets Islanders Tale

By Isaiah Manish Igish

he sun sets over the

vast Pacific Ocean
ls  magnificent  view
brings to life the warmth
memories of families

Mot knowing  what
tomorrow may bring. the
23-foot bonana boat floats
mimlessly  following  the
direction of the current,
Lost and weary at sca,
all hopes of survival is
hanging by a thread. Five-
men have been lost at sca
for 28-days. Teamwok,
fith amd  perseverance
had drives them 1o cling
o1 Lo hope.

The men from Carterets
were homebound to the
Tulun (Carterets) Islands
from Buka. 1t was during
the Autonomous Day on
Jume 15th 2012, when
these men from  lagain
took on & voyage they will
always remember. Sixiy-
ong=vear-old Anthon
Lesley, a seasoned open
sea skipper, was in charpe
af the 60- horse powerned
hoat

Carterets lsland  sils
30 degrees  North-East
off Buka. The 37 nautical
miles  distance  takes
approximately three hours
to reach aboard a 60-horse
powered dingy.

Nermally on & fine
weather, after traveling
fior two hours, Buka 1sland
will bhe hidden under
the clouds and Carterets
Istand would sprout up
the vast open sea like a
drifting coconur. T would
take another hour e reach
the island and berth,

Three hoors into the
trip, Lesley realized the
boat  was.  offcourse

Without  seeing  land
after trwveling the hours
required. the skipper
knew  equmpmenit  or
accessory  on the  bom
wasn't functioning well,

Lesley used s
30-vears’ of experience
s an open sea skipper
make & quick check on
the equipment and stock.
The two magor causes for
drifting at sea - shortage
of petrol or a faulty engine
= were ruled out, There
was enough petrol amd no
mechanical fault with the
enging. The weather was
fine.

With these fwi
checked, he directed his
atlention to the compass
he was using to navigais
the open sen. He soon
realized that the ¢compass
was tampered with.

The compass was
salvage from a wrecked
fishing vessel. He used
the same compass on
many  occasions  while
navigating the open seas
across the Boupaimville
Atoll islands. "The water
inthecompasswhich helps
the arrow give direction 15
actunlly aleohal, Vodka,”
Lesley tells me while

puffing his ‘brus-to-brus’'
(tobacen). “I think the
night before our trip some
drunks got the compass
from the boat and empticd
the aleohol content. They
replaced it with home-
brew imoonshing).”

“The home-brew was
the reason the compass
didn't function well.”

Lesley  started  his
seasoned carcer as a
skipper in the late 1980

He was the caretaker
of the Jmgmn  sland
cammunity boat for eight
years on Carterets Island,

During the height of
the Bougmmville Criss,
Lesley was working as
n skipper with the then
Morth Solomon Provincial
Health Division at Sohane.
He was also a static guard,

The Provineizl Hospital
was formerly based on
Sohano Island and larer
mioved 1o Buka Istand in
2000, “During the erisis,
there were ks of people

who came v Sohano
o receive  frealments
for wounds and other

sickness.” Lesley recalled.

He retired from  his
work m the Provincial
Healih im early 2012,

After retirement,
Lesley oeeastonally
operated passenger boats
servicing  Buka  and

Carterets Island, Ome of
those trips ended with this
orden! nt sea - drifting for
a month.

Every person  om
Cartereis  Island  will
refate to the term “tirp
(drift). Ar least three out
of ten heads have drified
while either traveling 1o
Buka from the island or
otherwise,

Mony families  from
the Atolls will relate 1o
the drifting experieénce
Many have lost loved ones
al sen who hove never
returned. Currently there
5 m0 passenger vessel
servicing the Atwlls. In
the 19900 North Solomon
Provincial  Government
owned MV Sankamap
wsed tomake monthly rips
o the Atolls — Canerets,
Nissan, Nuguria (Fead),
Mortlock. and Tasman,

Anthon Lesley and his
crew were lucky because
they had enopgh materials
and supply on board (o
help them survive.

“During  this i,

wWe  wene  lransporting
mangroves  sticks  and
ropes  for @ seawesd

project on the island”
Lesley said while pointing
to the location where the
project onee stood.

“When | realized the
compass was  faulty, |
killed the engine and tald
the boys "yumi tirip naw
{We're now drifting)”

“We  had o tank
(25litres) remaining so |
reserved it”

The skipper snid the
boys gave up after the firs
three days of drifting.

“All hope was gone
We had food on-board but
o one bothered 1o el

“Being a  cheerfl
person, my wicks didn’
help.”

“After the third day,
they realized tha  we
needed to keep fghting
on for survival”

When survival
instinets kicked i, the
iiom  “where theres g
will, there’s a way” came
imo effect. Evéry cargo
they hod brought with
them came m handy, It
wats like they had packed
o pet “lost” & sen.

They s the
mangraves  sticks 10
butld a shelter (Carterets
is a cornl istand with no
mangroves),

The taupalin they used
was salvage from  Pewer
Sharp MY Solomon
Queen - before it got burm
down on Buky Passage in
2012, The faupalin was
wsed s shelter and used
o feich water during the
.

An aluminiem bowl on
booard was used as a poi,
tvimg it onlo two sticks
1o be held on both ends
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over a fire. A shovel was
used as the fireplace and
mangroves as firewood.
When cooking it was a
balancing act waltzing
with the waves for the rwo
individuals as they keep
the bow! of rice steady.

“We bad one meal a
day, It consisted of twn
spoons of rice and water
Al that’s it,” Lesley said.

For a week there was
no rmn so they hod to do
withowt clenn minwater

Jethro Toukena came
up with the idea of
flavouring the salt woter
but it ended the same - suli
waler,

“We had no hope but 1o
drink salt water,” Toukena
said. 1 tried different mix
with Tang, Sugarand Milk
powder but it sull tasted
salty, You could only
ke bwo sips, We nearly

died of dehydration.”

While drifting they
were able to caich fish in
an improvised manner, A
nylon rope was used as a
siring and an Ox & Palm
Bully Beef Key was used
as a hook for deep-sea
fishing. Crazy but that's
survival jnstinct

Lesley avoided waves
during thunderstorms
by throwing the anchor
down, The boal would
turn to face the oncoming
waves ond remain aflom,
swiaving to the beat of the
wanves and wind.

Carterets fishermen are
known suilors, They used
sails mounted on ennoes
to go fshing, trawling or
island-hopping. With that
experience. the men buili
# sail from the materials
on-board 0 navigate the
bl weniber.

During the month long
tribulation a1 sea, they
kept drifting between the
waters of Bougainville
and Mew [reland. “We
drifted past Carerets,
Missan and Fead. We
came mear Anir in New
Ireland but the strong
currents pulled us back
imo Bougainville warers,”
Lesley said.

If the current had
mol pulled  them  back
inta Bougainville, they
would have drfted the
open Pacific Ocean 1o
the Federated Sues of
Micronesia (FSM), Cine
afiernoon on their fourth
week a1 sea. a seagull
landed on the boat’s sail
to rest. The other bird flew
past  withoul  stopping.
Lesley's traditional
fishing skills came imo

play,

“I'recalled back towhen
wie went o hishing™ he
enid

“When a  hird ale
enough at sen. it will fy
straight to land without
stopping.”

“1 warched as this
scagull flew right past
us 50 | started sailing
following the direction of
the birdh. When the bird
dizappeared | took mark
on the cloud it was flying
towards,

“When night Tell, 1
picked a star in the same
direction  and  smbed
towards it When the star
came over our heads, |
picked another star and
that’s how we travelled all
might,

“After hours of sailing,
we decided 1o rest so the
bays threw the anchor™

And  just like that,

they found land the next
morning”

"“When sunrize, ong of
the boys came out of the
shelter to pee and saw
land

“He shouted “LANDI™
“I was surprised! Al
around us was just reefl”

“We came in throngh
a passage and through w
the reef. 1f we had hit the
surf breaks  (sea-buruk)
i would have been n
differeme story. 1 started
the engine and used the
last fuel 1o reach the
islamd,™ said Lesley,

They were on lond and
it was Bougmnville soil.
The men had anchored
on one of the atoll slands
on Fead (Muguria), From
Fead, they made their way
back 10 Carterets.

Masiu: Bougainville cocoa standard must be restored

ational Member for
South Bougainville,
Timothy Masiu wants to
bring Bougainville back
to 15 former status as the
leading cocoa producer in
Papua New Guinea.
To achieve his dream
he aims to distribute and

plant one million cocoa
seedlings throughoan
South Bopgminville over
the next four years

Masiu has progressed
this wvision by entéring
it an  understanding
with Soroken Plantation
to supply cocoa seedlings
for  distribution  and
plamting,

“This may take four
vears but | am pleased 1o
say that this 15 a starting
point,” an  excited Mr
Musiu said.

He acknowledped the
efforts of the late Peter
Tsiamalili Semior and his

family and cmployees
for the partnership and
commended  them  for
therr tircless efforis m
maimaining the plantation
operations

Early in  the wyear,
Mr Masiu signed
o Memorandum  of
Understanding  (MOLT)
with the PNG Cocoa
Board (PNGCB) under
which the board will
be responsible for the
implementation  of  the
cocod seedling  program
that aims o plam up to
one million cocoa trees
over the next four years,

Also under the MOLL
cocon board will subsidise
the price of cocoa
seedlings  and  freaght
for the transportation of
cocon produce 1o markets.

Member Masiu  and
PMGCR Chief Executive
Officer, Botto  Gaupu
visited Soraken Plantation
in May for the signing of
an agreement between the
plantation and the board
for the supply of cocoa
seedlings.

The Soroken plantation
will supply one million
cocon  seedlimps free,
o the Member's cocoa

seedling nursery program,
made  possible  with
funding from the national
govermment through
the PNG Cocon Copra
Institute (PNGOCT),

Ar the same time, Mr
Gaupu  also  announced
that K150,000.00 kas been
paid 1o Soroken Plantation
as  guarantes  for  the
supply of seedlings.

Mr Gaopu explained
that K350, 000 was for
the  maintenance  of
cocoa  nurseries  and
KI0O000.00 is for the
distribution of seedlings.

Newly elected ABG members

Hon. Albert Toro
Member for Taonita Teop Constituency

[

F
i
s

Hon, Gordon Batek

Member for Halia Constifuency

Hon. Steven Topesi
Member for Kongara Constituency
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Education

Dr Jdusstin Kehalsin

antmm  M-pela
W}'in experiens
lomg wok tisa, nupels
Edukesen Sekreteri
bilong ABG, Dr. Justin
Kehatsin i amamas long

kom bek long ples

“Mi  amamas lomg
kam bek long rijen long
helpim pipol bilong mi®,
Dr Kehmsin i 10k.

['r. Kehatsin i hin

fis long Lac long
PMG Univesiti  hilong
Teknolosi (PNG
LUnitech) lng 20-
pela v amnit  long
lenguis na kominikesen
dipatmen (Language
& Communication
Department] bipo lomg
e | kisim mupels wok
wantaim ABG.

Em i gat ol hikpels
tingting long dipatmen
ni long edukesen sekita.
Olsem na em | askim
lomg senis long  pasin
bai | mas kam long ol
sumatin na tisa na ol
komuniti  losg  pasin
bilong ol long edukesen

Nupela dairekesen
bilong edukesen

“Sampela ol skul 1
no wok long kamap gue
bikos ol tisa i les long tis
o 0 sumatin i les pinis
long lainim bikos ol tisa
i no givim taim bilong
ol”, Dr, Kehatsin @ ok

Em i hin ok 1u long
ol koamyunin 1 wokbung
wantmm ol hsa long
ol

"1 nogat planti sapot
long sampela komyunin
wet ol | bin mekim nogut
long ol tisa”, Kehatsin i
k.

“Dhspela pasin | mas
stop  bikos edukesen
bilong ol pikinini bilong
yumi | no kamap gut”

Health

ABG Health top

Thl.' ABG Department

af Health n
parinership  with  World
Healih Organiation

(WHO) has wopped the
provinces in Papua New
Guinea in 12 vaccinaton
campaign against polio.
Deputy  Secretary  for
Department  of  Health,
Public Health and Clinical
Services, Mro Alovsus
Pukenei, reported
that  Bougainville well
exceeded s target for
vIccination coverage
“Bougninville  beads
the national list for polio
vaccination coverage,
indicating  that  akmost
every child hns  been
immunized,” Mr Pukenet

s,

Mir Pukenes sand that all
the three regions (Noerth,
Central and South) have
at least nearly nimety nine
perceni of the children
population immunized.

“Within lourteen days
of the polio campaign
starting, oor team  has
immunized abour 99
per ¢ent of the targeted
children population and
this  inchades  children
from birth to the age of
fifteen years.

Mr Pukenci
acknowledged nll parmers,
media and the public for
their  contnbiitions and
support  for this  wvery
significant achievement.

N T

esponse

Niupela edukesen
bod long Bogenvil

jupela Sekreteri

bilony Dhpatrmen]
bilong Edukesen Dr. Justin
Fethatsin 1 ok ofsem, hai
level Bogamnal Edukesen
Bod bai adresim o wktok
lony of isia 1 kamap long of
skul,

Bod bai  rped  long
Bogeml Fhseketiv
Famnsel. Dispela bai mekim
Bod | kamap namba wan
ain bibons: mekim of disisen
insait long ABG Dipatmen
bilong Edukesen,

“IMspels mupcla Bod 1
gat nngting bilong givim
best ianamib wan edubkesen
tru long ol pikinini hilong
yumi”, Dy Kchatsin 1 tok.

“Aninit long wok siaman
bilong Mike Pearson, yumi
gat strongpela bilip olsem,
wantnim  plant ekspinens
hilong em long edubesen,
ern hai | go pas na lukmtim
diparmen i go kisim niupels
level

——
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Bu!iillt:i_': houses 1n
north Bougainville

have umitéd under
the Buka Business
Association

Elected Vice

President Sean Wong
said thai uniil now,
businesses  did  no
have a umfied voice
1o represent therr
interests (o government
and further economic
developmen) in

Business houses:thnite
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-
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Bougainville

“We aim o become
the voice of the private
sector im the north
of Boogainville,”™ Mr
Wong said

The association will
representmem berviews
1o both the ABG and
Mational governments,
build relations
other  private
associtions bath inand

with
sector

outside  Bougamville,

and work to build the

capacity  of  membe
businesses
Membership is

open to any usiness
operating in the north
of Bougainville.
President and
Managing Divector
of Sankamap Export
Lomited, Rabert
Critchley, smd  the
Association had alresdy

fepre senled priva le

sector inlerests at the
ABG's Revenue and
Tax Summait held last
year, and the Ausiralin-
PG Business Forum
earlier this year

“This is an excifing
time, Now  that we
arc fully established,
we look forward to
building our relations
with other associations
within  amnd  ouiside
Bougamville 1o furthes

rtpn.:.r.::n: I11L'JTI|.'|-L'I'
views,” Mr Crichley
said.

e forming
of the association
demonsirates the
ambition among the

Bouwgamville busingss
communny to Improve
the environmeni for
doing business and
further Ceonmmie
development in
Bougamville.

Niupela Minista bilong Ekonomik Divelopmen

BG Presidem Chief

John Momis | tekat
pinis  olsem  Memba
bilong Haku, Roben

Tsika Tulsa, em ninpela
Minista bilong Ekonomik
Divelopmen
Makmz bilong Mr
fulsa ¢ semssum foma
Munisty na memba bilong
Tsitalato  Konstituensi,
Fidelis Semoso
“Displeln
em hilong halim sirong
rl]lll-l:‘l representesen
insail lomg kebinet na
go=hetim ckonomik
develomen bilong
Bogenvil™, Presiden
Momis 1 1ok
Em 1 tok moa “dispela
senis  long  lidasip  bai
bringim  kamap niupela
tmgling @ rol  hilong

dizisen

kKamapim  moni  faim
yumi  wok redi  long
referendum., na wanem
samiing  bar  kamap
bihmin™

“Long Bogenvil, long
[ukautim yumi yvel, yurmi
pedim moni™, em 1 ok

Presiden Momis
i tok, Oau  wet
bilong Bogenvil 1 sanap
long mak bilong K20
milien tasol baset hilong
Bogenvil olmim i smp
Jong mak bilong K300
milien.

O 1 skelim olsem, naw
yel gavman i nidim K900
milien long lukautim ns
mentenim ol sevis sapos
Bogenvil 1 lpik kamap

TERCFIER

independen
Wantmm hikhk
revemg o Mot besal

Hor. Robert Chika Tuisa

Bogenvil 1 kamapim, na
no gat gutpela helpim
i kam lomg  Nesenel
Gavman  long  givim
mon ilong Restoresen
na Divelopmen Grem - i
kam aninit long Bogenvil
Pis Agrimen, 1 min olsem
bat 1 no 241 Imap i
[y baset bilong ABG.
Presidem  Momis |

ok olsem, wok bilong
kirapim na  muvim
ckonomik  sekta  Jong
kamap self-rilaient, em
hai responsibiliti bilong
nupela Minista, Dispeln
em wanpela  namba
wan ki proriti hilong
AV IR

“Motok amamas long
Minista Tulss nn ol pipel
bilong Haku. €1 1 soim
ol 1 gat strong long kisim
dispela salens™, em | tok

“Mi bilip em 1 ken
provaidim lidasip
long  kisim  moamistri
na dipatmen i go long
mupela level”, Momis |
fik

Presiden Momis 1 tok
tenk vu long Mr Semoso
long sevis bilong em

long  Dipatmen  bilong

Ekimomik  Divelopmen
olsem  wanpela  sinia
memba bilong Hogenwvil
Eksekutiv Kaunsel
“Dhspela foma
membe i bin kamap
wantim planti impaien
developmen  anidia  nn
ol wok kamap, Naw
long dispela taim, vumi
lmik  kisim nupeln rot
bilong stimm Bogenvil

fa Atonemes Bogenvil
Ginviman™, Presiden
Momus | tok.

Residen Mesitret
bilomg  Buka, Bruce
lasikul | bin  sainim
ol pepa [swearing  in

ceremony ) bilong makim
Robert  olsem  nupela
Minista bilong Ekonomik
Divelopmen long dei 235
Oktoba
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The three must to do experiences in Bougainville

Taken from the blog Travel Inspired this is Adam Constanza — Freelance Content Creator & Travel

aall

_——

he moment you touch

down and adjust your
waich 1w Bougsinville
time {one hous after PMNG
time), anadventure begins:
volcanoes, waterfalls,
cavis, WW2 relics, ishand
hopping, snorkelling
Add in Bougaimvillean's
welcoming nature and the
raw, ungxploned chamcier
of the region mnd you're
assured a trip like no other

There’s  heaps 10

explore, s0 here’s a list of

Six Must Do Bougainville
Experiences to help vou
dive straight inte planning
your trip.

First  though, fancy
seeing  maore? Subscribe
1o my YouTube Channel
Travel Inspired Youlube
Channel

. Stay u night or
twi on Pokpok [sland

—

There's
truly

something
magical  about
Pokpok  Island,  with
children splashing and
grgaling in the shallows,
chickens rmaming the
beach, and hornballs and
white cockatoos Oapping
overhead And  don’t
worry, the ishind sets its
name for being the shape
of a erocodile, not because
it's a haven for them,
Uruna  Bay  Retrear,
the only fourist
accommodation  on  the

Writer who has shared his experience of fun acti

—_—

sland, offers a place 1o
kick back and soak up
Pokpok. Accommuodation
is 4 I-bedroom beachside
house with kitchen and
bathroon,
Fiwe jln:.llr,f.'frrr_"_'u
nrwnahayrenremitgnil
Com

CEilet

L Trek overnipht

in the mowntiing
of Rotokas

To delve a little
deeper 1o
covered
Bougainville wou'll
need a couple of days.
a passion for advemure,
aneh an experienced guide,
amed there’s no one more
knowledgeable than
Rotokas Ecotourism o
CTEAnise Your 1rip

Hike up 10 the village
of Sisivi and enjoy a local
“Eil.'li:ll'll.f 5 }'HIJ :i.||ij.'
ervermight 1na village style
house, then continue your
trek onwards for & full-
on day of warerfalls and
caves hiding deep within
Bougainvilles lush forest
canopy. (et set o wade
through nvers, tread up
cascades on Erippy, porous
valcanic rock, and mavbe
even climb the vines 1o
the entrance of the Ukoto
CAVES

Or  pethaps  scaling
il \'{I]l:l'lll['l 15 more :-lIIIII
sivle? With
Mount Bagana o the
south and Beugainville's
highest peak. Mount Balb
w the morth, Rowkas
Ecatourism OrEanises
treks up both where vou

the  forest-

smokdering

mountmns  of

can patch a tarp or tent
nmongst the jungle ona 2-3
day camping adventune
For bookings and  more
dnfenrmadion, visi hegps.d
POk e OO SR, O

3, Gosporkelling —
off the beach, off the
baat, or off the islands

Papun  New  Guinea
olters incredible
snorketling, and

Bougainville 15 no
exXcepIoi Ihere  are
many top snorkelling
destinations,  amnd  most
of them wyou can  hove
all wo  yourselfll  Gaze
upon  graceful angelfish,
anemonefish — protecting
therr patch, and shoals
of  shimmering
blue, wellow  amd
damsclfish

The =lands off Amwa,
including Pokpok Tsland
as well as the outer reef,
offer particufarly magicol
snorkelling  spots.  Your
boat skipper will be able
to nddvise the best spots in
the area

In Buka, orgomire a
trip our o White 1slund,
Christmias Island or Sui
Island.

An  msightful  Jocal
gided  tmip W Rigu
Lagoon, 20 minutes from
Arpwa, provides a ook
m Japanese  trenches,
machinery  and  other
artefacts, as well as a

Heomn
silver

vities to do in Bougainville.

chance to hear fascinating

storigs about the lagoon

iself
From

Buka Island
a short S-munule  boat
nde akes you to Sohana
lsland, a WW2 Japanese
seaplane base, which can
be circumnovigated by
foot in less than an hour,
with no guide required.

To armange a  tour
of Rigu, contact [M
Garden Lodge in Arawa
ot wwnfacehonk.com
fsardenlodee, To discuxs
ot o aptions, contaet
Rougainvilfe  Experience
Toiirs aat hip ot bonrs
Crann

Adam Constanzn —
Freelance Content
Creator & Travel Writer
Wi hiipsciw
frevelinspired oo
Favebook g
www. facebook, com/

fravelinspiredinme

Instergercm hitlprssd)
W W bl J'rj.t.rlr::nrm [ ER
frorvedinspiredong
Youmbe:  Travel Tnspired
YoriaThibe € faansine!

I call Wellington, Mew
Fealand home after living
there for the last [0 years
In kate 2006, 1 few to the
Autonomous  Begron  of
Hougainville  in Papua
MWew Guinea for a peniod
of 2 years to support small-
scale tourism, while also
on the leokout for hiking,
cyeling and  snorkeling
adventures. To follow my
adventures, as well as
everyilay experiences as 4
Ireelance conlent crealor,
travel writer and someone
living overseas, checkou
mry  social media links
and  website, Feel free
to SUBSCRIBE w my
Travel Inspred YouTube
Channel wday for weekly
videos,
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Getting referendum-
ready through sports

&

e
st
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ports partnership  the Bougainville Rughy  fime all sporting codes  moment for  sports way for umiting all codes

is vital in Football Lesgue and  work jogether for the parmership  in the  in Bougainwville
bringing awareness  the Bougmmville Rughy  development of yvouths in - Amonomous Region of “Black Orchads 13 an
on  the Bougainville Union (BRU) in August the region Bougainvilie ican of rughy  sevens
Referendum, a During the ceremony, He said the The vice-president in  the Pacific. This
semior  rughy  league  BRU presented K1000 w0 Bougainville Rughy of Bougainville Rughy parnnership s setting
administrater  in the BRFL in supponting s Football League Union Charlie Havara the foundation o reach
Autonomous Region of  sister code to take part in President  Avis  Vanua  said the occiasion showed  the next level of sports
Bougainville said. the NG trials which was  acceplied  the  support  unity in the development  administeation and

Bougainville Rughy planned 1o inke place from rughy union  of any sporting code in  development.” he said
Football Lesgue in Kokopo, East Mew pressdent Peter Tstamalili  the region. “The main wea 15 o
developmen officer  Britain Provinee Jramd the Black Orchids. Havars  said the progress in spors. We
Gregory  Ragu  saud “It s important that The funds came from  gesture led the way for  are supporting BEFL (o

sports  partnership was
crugial in preparation for
referendum

He ‘was speakimg
during a ceremony that
would pave way for
parinership between

all sporting codes in
Bougainville pariner
i the development of
youths in preparation for
the referendum o June
15, 20097 b sand

Feagu sad it was about

Black Orchids runners-
W PriZe  money  waon
during their participation
in the Solomon Ts in

Honwam, Solomon
Islands, i July:
It was. an  historic

other codes w parmer
in developmg vouths
Bougainville

Black Orchids coach
and BRL rughy manager
Eelly Hmvara said rugby
union was leading the

participate. in the NGl
trinls.

“The money came
from our participation in
the Solomaon Ts. We got
SI520,000  (KE000) as
TUnnErs-up prize




